
HAGGAI
Summer 2023 — Week 10

Overview

The The Book of Haggai is one of the smaller books in the Old 
Testament of the Bible and is named after its author, the prophet 
Haggai. Haggai's prophecies were delivered during a critical 
period in Israel's history, specifically between the return of the 
Jewish exiles from Babylonian captivity and the rebuilding of the 
temple in Jerusalem.


After decades of exile in Babylon, the Persian King Cyrus issued a 
decree allowing the Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild 
the temple in Jerusalem. The first group of exiles, led by 
Zerubbabel, returned and began reconstructing the temple 
foundation but faced opposition and gradually lost motivation. 
Overwhelmed by the challenges and focusing on their personal 
concerns, they left the temple unfinished for about 16 years.


In the second year of King Darius's reign in Persia, approximately 
520 BC, Haggai received a series of messages from the Lord, 
which he delivered to Zerubbabel and Joshua, the high priest. 
The core theme of Haggai's prophecies revolves around the 
importance of rebuilding the temple and renewing the people's 
commitment to God. Haggai's key messages are:


1. Call to Rebuild the Temple: Haggai emphasized the divine 
displeasure with the people for prioritizing their personal 
pursuits over rebuilding God's house. He challenged them to 
consider their ways and return to constructing the temple.


2. Encouragement and Promise of God's Presence: The 
people might have been discouraged by the modest 
appearance of the new temple compared to the grandeur of 
the previous one built by Solomon. However, Haggai assured 
them that God's presence would dwell among them in the 
temple, signifying the importance of obedience + faithfulness.


3. Future Glory: Haggai prophesied that the glory of the second 
temple would surpass that of the first, pointing to a future 
Messianic era when God's blessings and presence would be 
fully realized.


Haggai's words had a profound effect on the Jewish community. 
The people heeded his call and resumed work on the temple with renewed zeal and enthusiasm. Through 
Haggai's prophetic ministry, the construction of the temple was completed in approximately four years.


Reading Plan

Day 1: Read Haggai 1:1-15. Reflect 
on the message of Haggai to the 
people of Judah, emphasizing their 
negligence in rebuilding the 
temple of God while they focused 
on their own houses and well-
being. Consider the relevance of 
this message in today's context, 
where priorities can sometimes shift 
away from God's purposes.


Day 2: Read Haggai 2:1-9. Reflect 
on Haggai's second message to the 
people, encouraging them not to 
lose heart in the rebuilding process. 
Meditate on the promises of God's 
presence and His ultimate glory 
that would surpass the glory of the 
former temple, symbolizing hope 
and restoration.


Day 3: Read Haggai 2:10-23. 
Reflect on Haggai's message about 
holiness and the consequences of 
defilement. Consider how holiness 
is essential in our lives as we serve 
God and how repentance can lead 
to blessings.




Key Themes

Rebuilding the Temple

The central focus of the book is the 
call for the Israelites to rebuild the 
temple in Jerusalem. After their 
return from exile, the people had 
initially shown enthusiasm for 
rebuilding the house of the Lord, but 
they faced opposition and eventually 
became complacent, prioritizing 
their own houses over God's 
dwelling. Haggai's primary message 
is to challenge the people's apathy 
and urge them to resume and 
complete the construction of the 
t e m p l e . H e e m p h a s i z e s t h e 
importance of dedicating their 
efforts to God's work and restoring 
the place of worship.


Spiritual Renewal and Blessings 

Haggai's prophecies also contain a 
cal l for spir i tual renewal and 
obedience to God's commands. He 
points out that the people's neglect 
of rebuilding the temple and their 
lack of prioritization of God's house 
have led to economic hardships, 
crop failures, and other difficulties. 
By highlighting these challenges, 
Haggai calls for the people to 
reevaluate their ways, seek God's 
forgiveness, and return to faithful 
obedience. He promises that if they 
heed his message and put God first, 
blessings and prosperity will follow.


Overall, the book of Haggai serves as 
a reminder of the importance of 
faithfulness, commitment, and 
obedience to God. It underscores 
the significance of rebuilding God's 
dwelling place and remaining faithful 
in the face of challenges and 
distractions.

Bible Study

Day 1 - Introduction and Chapters 1-2:1-9


• What was the historical context of Haggai's prophecies? 
(Consider the events surrounding the rebuilding of the temple 
and the spiritual state of the people at the time.)


• In Haggai's message to the people, what does he emphasize as 
their primary concern? Why do you think this is important?


• How can Haggai's words about "considering their ways" be 
applied to our lives today? Are there areas where we need to 
prioritize God's work and align ourselves with His will?


• Reflect on the promise of God's presence and His covenant 
with the people in Chapter 2:1-9. How does this encourage you 
in your faith journey?


Day 2 - Chapter 2:10-19


• In this passage, Haggai addresses the issue of holiness through 
ceremonial uncleanness. What does God teach the people 
about the contagious nature of holiness versus uncleanness?


• How does Haggai's message about holiness relate to the 
concept of purity in our own lives as Christians? How can we 
guard ourselves against the contamination of sin?


• Why do you think God emphasizes the importance of 
obedience and the impact it has on the people's prosperity 
and blessings?


• Reflect on the significance of the date "the twenty-fourth day of 
the ninth month" and the turning point in the people's 
commitment to rebuilding the temple. How can specific dates 
or events in our lives mark turning points in our spiritual 
journey?


Day 3 - Chapters 2:20-23


• In this final message, Haggai speaks about the future and 
God's plans for Zerubbabel. What is the significance of the 
signet ring analogy, and what can we learn about God's 
authority and sovereignty from it?


• How does Haggai's prophecy about the overthrowing of 
kingdoms and the exaltation of Zerubbabel point to Jesus 
Christ, the ultimate King and Messiah?


• What do you think the message of encouragement to 
Zerubbabel can teach us about perseverance, even in the face 
of challenges and opposition?


• In what ways can we apply the lessons from Haggai's 
prophecies to our own lives, families, churches, or 
communities? How can we prioritize God's kingdom and work 
in our everyday decisions and actions?


