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The Book of Zephaniah is is a relatively short book, consisting of
only three chapters, but it contains powerful messages and
warnings from God. Zephaniah identifies himself as the son of
Cushi and a descendant of King Hezekiah. However, little else is
known about the prophet personally. The book was likely written
in the late 7th century BCE during the reign of King Josiah of
Judah. At this time, the nation of Judah was facing significant
political and religious challenges, with widespread idolatry, social
injustice, and moral decay among the people.

Overview

Reading Plan

Day 1: Chapter 1 — Pay attention to
the prophet's ancestry and the time
of his ministry. Reflect on the
message of judgment against
Judah and Jerusalem, with the
warning of the impending "day of
the Lord" and the consequences of
their idolatry.

The central theme of the Book of Zephaniah revolves around the
concept of the "Day of the Lord." This phrase refers to a time of
divine judgment when God would intervene in human affairs to
bring both punishment and restoration. Zephaniah's prophecies
warned of the impending judgment that would come upon the

sinful nations, including Judah, for their wickedness and idolatry. Day 2: Chapter 2 — Take note of

the specific groups and nations
mentioned and how they fit into the
larger context of God's judgment
and mercy. Observe how their
actions have led to judgment, and
notice the promise of restoration
for those who turn to God.

In the opening chapter, Zephaniah declares God's judgment
upon various nations, including Judah, Philistia, Moab, Ammon,
Cush, and Assyria. The prophet describes the destruction that will
come upon them, highlighting the consequences of their
disobedience and idol worship.

Zephaniah chapter 2 focuses on the specific judgment that will
befall Jerusalem and Judah due to their sins. However, amidst
the warning of destruction, the prophet also holds out hope for
those who seek righteousness and humility, suggesting that they
might find refuge in the Lord.

Day 3: Chapter 3 — Dive into the
rebukes and warnings against
Jerusalem and her leaders. Take
time to reflect on the theme of
unfaithfulness & the consequences
of disregarding God's commands.
Reflect on the promises of God's
presence, His love, and His
restoration of His people. Spend
time meditating on the hope and
salvation offered to those who turn
to Him in repentance.

The final chapter offers a message of hope and restoration. While
God's judgment is severe, He also promises to gather a remnant
of His people who will turn to Him with repentance and humility.
The chapter ends with a vision of a renewed and purified people,
rejoicing in God's presence and His salvation.

The Book of Zephaniah serves as a reminder of God's righteous
judgment upon sin and rebellion, while also highlighting His
willingness to forgive those who genuinely repent. Its message of
the coming "Day of the Lord" and the call for righteousness and humility still resonate with readers today,
encouraging them to turn back to God and seek His ways.



Bible Study

The book of Zephaniah is a powerful and timely message about
God's judgment and the call for repentance. His prophecies
primarily focus on the "Day of the Lord," a time when God would
execute judgment on the wicked and restore His people.

Session 1 — Chapter 1
® Read Zephaniah chapter 1.

® What is the main theme of Zephaniah Chapter 1, and how is it
relevant to us today?

* In verses 4-6, the prophecy talks about God's judgment on Idol
worship. How can idolatry manifest in our lives today, even if we
don't worship physical idols?

e \erse 12 mentions those who are "settled in complacency."
How does complacency affect our relationship with God, and
how can we guard against it?

Session 2 — Chapter 2
¢ Read Zephaniah chapter 2.

¢ In the opening verses, Zephaniah calls for repentance. How
does seeking God and humility relate to finding refuge in Him?

e \erses 4-7 speak about judgment on neighboring nations.
What does this teach us about God's concern for righteousness
and justice beyond His chosen people?

e Zephaniah mentions the remnant of the nations in verse 11.
How does this connect with God's plan for redemption
throughout history?

® Verse 13 mentions that the remnant of Judah will pasture and
lie down with none to make them afraid. How does God's
promise of safety and rest for His people apply to us today?

Session 3 — Chapter 3
¢ Read Zephaniah chapter 3.

* In the opening verses, Zephaniah rebukes Jerusalem for her
unrepentant and rebellious ways. How can we apply this
message to our personal lives and the Church today?

e How does God's righteousness impact our understanding of
His love and mercy?

e Zephaniah announces the removal of judgments and
restoration for God's people in verses 14-20. How can we
experience God's restoration in our lives when we turn to Him
in repentance?

e The chapter concludes with a promise of joy and God's
presence in the midst of His people. How can we cultivate a
sense of joy and God's presence in our daily lives?

Key Themes

Day of the Lord

The Day of the Lord refers to a future
time of divine judgment and
intervention in human history.
Zephaniah prophesies that this day
will bring destruction and
punishment upon the wicked, but it
will also be a day of salvation and
restoration for the faithful remnant.

Judgment and Punishment

Zephaniah denounces the
widespread sin and idolatry among
the people of Judah. He warns of
God's impending judgment and
punishment upon the nation for their
unfaithfulness and wickedness. This
judgment will involve the devastation
of the land and the exile of the
people.

Repentance and Restoration

Zephaniah urges the people to seek
righteousness and humility, with the
hope that a remnant may find refuge
in God's mercy. Despite the
impending doom, there is a glimmer
of hope that those who repent will
experience God's restoration and
protection.

Divine Rejoicing and Love

Despite the messages of judgment,
Zephaniah also speaks of God's love
and joy over His people. He
encourages the faithful to rejoice in
the Lord, who takes delight in them
and will eventually bring them back
from exile and restore their fortunes.




