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Overview

The Book of Habakkuk is a brief but powerful collection of
prophecies likely written during the late 7th century BCE and
attributed to the prophet Habakkuk, whose name means
"embrace" or "wrestle." The historical context of Habakkuk's
prophecies is believed to be around the time of the Babylonian
invasion of Judah, during the reign of King Jehoiakim or King
Jehoiachin. The Babylonians posed a serious threat to Judah, and
the nation faced impending doom and suffering.

Reading Plan

Day 1: Chapter 1 — Take note of
the key themes and main messages
in this chapter, such as the
prophet's complaint about injustice
and violence in Judah and God's
response. Reflect on how the
themes of this chapter resonate
with contemporary issues and
challenges.

The Book of Habakkuk is structured as a dialogue between the
prophet and God, in which Habakkuk questions God's justice
and the apparent absence of divine intervention amid the
prevailing wickedness and violence.

1. Habakkuk's First Complaint: Habakkuk begins the book with
a lament, expressing his distress over the violence and injustice
he witnesses among his people. He questions why God seems to
tolerate evil and why He doesn't intervene to bring about justice.

Day 2: Chapter 2 — Pay attention to
the Lord's response to Habakkuk's
complaints and His instructions to
"write the vision.” Take note of the
five "woes" pronounced in this
chapter and what they reveal about
God's judgment on arrogance,
injustice, and violence. Consider
how the concept of waiting on
God's timing and trusting His
promises is relevant in your own
life.

2. God's Response: In response to Habakkuk's concerns, God
reveals His plan and assures the prophet that justice will be
served. God announces His impending judgment upon the
Babylonians, who are also guilty of sin. The passage includes the
famous verse, "The righteous shall live by his faith," emphasizing
the importance of unwavering trust in God, even in times of
uncertainty and trouble.

3. Habakkuk's Prayer and Confession: The final chapter is a
heartfelt prayer and song of praise from Habakkuk. He
acknowledges God's sovereignty, majesty, and the need to trust
in Him regardless of the circumstances. The prophet confesses
his fear and awe of God's judgment and power but also finds
comfort in knowing that God will ultimately deliver His people.

Day 3: Chapter 3 — Observe the
change in tone from the previous
chapters as this chapter is written as
a prayer and song of praise. Reflect
on the awe-inspiring descriptions of
God's power and the remembrance
of His past deeds. Contemplate
how this chapter inspires you to
respond to challenges in your life
with faith and praise.

Despite its brevity, the Book of Habakkuk holds profound
theological implications. It addresses the age-old question of
theodicy, which deals with the coexistence of God's goodness
and the existence of evil and suffering in the world. The book
encourages readers to maintain faith and trust in God, even when
faced with troubling and perplexing situations.



Bible Study

The book of Habakkuk is a unique and insightful exploration of a
prophet's struggle with God's ways and his unwavering trust in the
Lord.

Session 1 — When God Seems Silent
® Read Habakkuk chapter 1.

* What was Habakkuk's main concern, and why did he feel
burdened by it?

* How does God respond to Habakkuk's complaint? What does
this reveal about God's nature and character?

e Habakkuk acknowledges God's sovereignty but questions why
the wicked seem to prosper.

® Have you ever questioned why evil appears to prevail?

Session 2 — Trusting God's Timing and Justice
¢ Read Habakkuk chapter 2.

e Habakkuk positions himself to wait and listen for God's
response. Why is patience crucial in our relationship with God?

® Think about an experience where waiting on God's timing
produced positive outcomes in your life.

® God warns of the consequences of pride and arrogance. How
can pride hinder our ability to trust in God?

® How can we live by faith in God's promises, even when
circumstances seem bleak?

Session 3 — Rejoicing in God's Salvation
e Read Habakkuk chapter 3.

® Habakkuk's prayer is a plea for God's mercy amid His righteous
wrath. How does prayer help us cope with the challenges of
life?

e Can you think of an experience where prayer changed your

perspective or helped you find peace in a difficult situation?

e Habakkuk recalls God's mighty acts in history. How can
remembering God's faithfulness in the past strengthen our trust
in Him today?

e What are ways to cultivate a heart of gratitude and
remembrance in your daily life?

® How can we find joy in God, even when circumstances don't
change immediately?

Key Themes

The Problem of Evil

One of the central themes of
Habakkuk is the prophet's struggle
to understand why God allows evil
and injustice to prosper in the world.
Habakkuk is deeply troubled by the
wickedness and violence in his
society, particularly among his own
people. He raises his complaints to
God, questioning why He doesn't
intervene and why the wicked seem
to go unpunished.

Divine Justice and Judgment

God responds to Habakkuk's
questions by revealing that He is
indeed aware of the evil and
injustice. He assures the prophet that
He will act justly and punish the
wicked nations, including the
oppressive Babylonians, who are
about to bring judgment upon
Judah. This theme highlights the
divine attribute of justice and the
certainty of God's judgment on the
wicked.

God'’s Promises and Deliverance

While the book acknowledges the
imminent judgment upon Judah
through the Babylonian invasion, it
also holds the promise of
deliverance and restoration. God
assures Habakkuk that the

oppressors will not go unpunished
forever and that eventually, His
justice will prevail. This theme
emphasizes God's faithfulness to His
covenant with His people.




