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Summer 2023 — Week 7

Overview 
The Book of Nahum is the seventh book among the twelve Minor 
Prophets and is named after its author, Nahum, whose name 
means "comfort" or "consolation." The book contains a message 
of divine judgment against the Assyrian city of Nineveh, which 
had been a significant threat to the kingdom of Judah. 

The context of Nahum's prophecy can be traced back to the time 
when Assyria was at the height of its power during the 7th 
century BCE. The Assyrians were known for their military might 
and cruelty, and they had subjugated many nations, including the 
northern kingdom of Israel. However, in 722 BCE, the Assyrians 
captured the capital of Israel, Samaria, and led the ten northern 
tribes into exile. Around a century later, in 612 BCE, Nineveh, the 
capital of Assyria, was besieged and ultimately destroyed by a 
coalition of Babylonians and Medes, fulfilling Nahum's prophecy.  

The central theme of the Book of Nahum is the impending 
destruction of Nineveh and the punishment of the Assyrians for 
their brutality, arrogance, and oppression of other nations. 
Nahum provides graphic descriptions of the destruction that 
awaits Nineveh, using poetic language to vividly depict the fall of 
this mighty city. The imagery employed includes the sound of 
chariots, the rushing of troops, and the crumbling walls of 
Nineveh. The fall of Nineveh is seen as a sign of God's 
faithfulness in executing judgment against wickedness and 
delivering His people from oppression. 

The Book of Nahum holds several significant theological and 
historical implications. Firstly, it reveals God's character as both 
just and merciful. While He punishes evildoers, He also offers 
hope and comfort to the oppressed. Secondly, the prophecy of Nineveh's destruction demonstrates that 
no nation, regardless of its strength and dominance, is beyond God's judgment. Thirdly, it reassures the 
people of Judah that God is their protector and avenger, and He will eventually bring justice to their 
enemies. 

Overall, the Book of Nahum serves as a reminder of God's sovereignty, justice, and care for His people. It 
remains an essential part of the Old Testament, providing insights into the historical context and the moral 
lessons derived from the prophecy of Nineveh's downfall. 

Reading Plan 
Day 1: Chapter 1 — Reflect on the 
attributes of God revealed in 
Nahum 1 and consider their 
significance. 

Day 2: Chapter 2 — Pay attention to 
the vivid descriptions of the 
impending judgment. Consider the 
consequences of arrogance, pride, 
and oppression as presented in the 
text. Contemplate the themes of 
deliverance, restoration, and the 
hope of justice that are also 
depicted in Nahum 2. 

Day 3: Chapter 3 — Reflect on the 
consequences of Nineveh's actions 
and the judgment pronounced 
against it. Consider the broader 
themes of God's sovereignty and 
the eventual downfall of nations 
that reject Him. 



Key Themes 
God’s Justice and Wrath 
The primary theme of Nahum is the 
justice and wrath of God. The book 
opens with a powerful declaration 
that God is a jealous and avenging 
God who will not let the guilty go 
unpunished. He is just, and His wrath 
will be poured out upon the wicked. 
The Assyrians, known for their cruelty 
and violence, are the objects of 
God's judgment in this context. 

God’s Care for God’s People 
Amidst the proclamation of God's 
judgment, Nahum also emphasizes 
God's care and protection for His 
people. Despite the oppression they 
endured from the Assyrians, God 
reassures them that He will bring an 
end to their suffering and deliver 
them from their oppressors. 

Comfort for the Oppressed 
Nahum brings comfort to the 
oppressed nat ions who have 
suffered under the Assyrian rule. The 
book speaks of the relief and joy that 
these nations will experience when 
Nineveh falls. The destruction of the 
o p p r e s s o r b r i n g s h o p e a n d 
liberation to the oppressed people. 

Call to Repentance 
While the focus of Nahum is on 
Nineveh's impending destruction, it 
also serves as a warning to other 
nations, including Israel and Judah, 
about the consequences of their 
actions. It calls for repentance and a 
return to God's ways to avoid a 
similar fate. 

Bible Study 
In this study of the book of Micah, we will dive into the themes 
of justice, repentance, consequences, hope, and redemption. 
Micah's prophecies challenge us to examine our lives, pursue 
righteousness, and live faithfully before God. 

Session 1 — Introduction 
• Read Nahum chapter 1:1-8. 
• Who was Nahum, and what do we know about him from 

the text?  
• What historical events were taking place during Nahum's 

prophetic ministry? 

Session 2 — God’s Judgment and Mercy 
• Read Nahum chapter 1:9-15. 
• According to the passage, how does God respond to 

those who plot against Him and His people?  
• Describe God's character as revealed in these verses. 

What attributes do we see?  
• How do you reconcile the concepts of God's judgment 

and His mercy? 

Session 3 — Consequences of Unfaithfulness 
• Read Nahum chapter 2 and 3. 
• Summarize the prophecy concerning the fall of Nineveh.  
• What are the reasons for its downfall?  
• Despite the destruction of Nineveh, what does Nahum say 

about God's character and actions? 
• How can we apply the lessons from Nahum's message to 

our lives today?


