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Overview

The Book of Micah is named after its author, the prophet Micah, 
who was active during the 8th century BCE. Micah prophesied 
during a time of political upheaval and social injustice in the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah, which was on the brink of 
destruction due to its moral decay and disobedience to God's 
laws. The book primarily contains oracles and messages of 
judgment and hope, focusing on themes of justice, judgment, 
and the eventual restoration of God's people.


The structure of the book can be divided into three sections:


1. Condemnation and Judgment: In the first three chapters, 
Micah denounces the rampant social injustices prevalent in 
his society. He condemns the wealthy elite and leaders for 
exploiting the poor, engaging in corruption, and neglecting 
their responsibil i t ies. The prophet highlights the 
consequences of these sins, warning of impending doom and 
exile if they do not repent and turn back to God.


2. Oracles of Hope and Restoration: Chapters 4 and 5 provide a 
ray of hope amidst the judgment. Micah delivers prophecies 
of the future restoration and blessings for the faithful remnant 
of God's people. He predicts the coming of a future 
Messianic figure born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), a prophecy 
that later Christians associate with the birth of Jesus Christ.


3. Call to Repentance and Covenant Renewal: The last two 
chapters of Micah emphasize God's desire for repentance 
and covenant renewal. Despite the judgment that awaits, 
Micah portrays God as a compassionate and merciful deity 
who seeks a genuine change of heart among his people. The 
prophet encourages them to return to the ways of justice, 
kindness, and humility.


The Book of Micah addresses not only the historical context of 
ancient Judah but also carries broader messages that remain 
relevant to people of all times. The themes of social justice, 
accountability, and the need for genuine repentance continue to 
resonate with readers today. Micah's prophecies ultimately point 
to the righteous rule of God, the establishment of peace, and the 
hope of redemption through faith in a Savior.


Reading Plan

Day 1: Chapter 1 — Reflect on the 
themes of judgment, sin, and the 
consequences of disobedience.


Day 2: Chapter 2 — Pay attention to 
the warning against social injustices 
and the consequences of exploiting 
the vulnerable.


Day 3: Chapter 3 — Consider the 
importance of righteous leadership 
and the responsibility of those in 
authority.


Day 4:  Chapter 4 — Focus on the 
hope and promise of a coming 
peaceful and just kingdom under 
God's rule.


Day 5: Chapter 5 — explore the 
prophecy about the coming 
Messiah and the significance of 
Bethlehem.


Day 6: Chapter 6 — Consider what 
God requires of His people and 
how to live justly and humbly 
before Him.


Day 7: Chapter 7 — Reflect on the 
hope of reconciliation and the 
assurance of God's faithfulness 
despite human failings.



Key Themes

Social Justice and Injustice

The book highlights the importance 
of acting justly and caring for the 
marginalized. Micah denounces 
corruption, greed, and mistreatment 
of the poor and vulnerable.


Covenant Faithfulness

Micah emphasizes God's faithfulness 
to His covenant with Israel, even 
amidst their unfaithfulness while also 
highlighting the consequences of 
breaking the covenant and urging 
the people to repent and return to 
God.


Messianic Prophecies

Micah includes prophecies that 
foretell the coming of a future 
Messianic figure who will be a ruler 
from Bethlehem and will bring 
peace, justice, and salvation to the 
people.


Hope and Restoration

Amidst the judgment and discipline, 
Micah provides hope for the future 
restoration of Israel, speaking of 
God's mercy and willingness to 
forgive and renew the relationship 
with the people.


Sovereignty of God

Micah emphasizes that God is not 
only the God of Israel but the God of 
a l l n a t i o n s , d e c l a r i n g G o d ' s 
sovereignty over all creation and 
God’s role as the ultimate judge of all 
nations.


The Day of the Lord

The concept of the "Day of the Lord" 
is a recurring theme in Micah. It 
refers to a time of divine intervention 
and judgment, both against Israel 
and the nations.

Bible Study

In this study of the book of Micah, we will dive into the themes of 
justice, repentance, consequences, hope, and redemption. Micah's 
prophecies challenge us to examine our lives, pursue 
righteousness, and live faithfully before God.


Session 1 — Introduction — to Micah and to God’s Justice

• Read Micah chapter 1.


• The passage describes the judgment of God on the nations. 
How does this show that God cares about all people, not just 
Israel? 


• How does the imagery in this passage illustrate the seriousness 
of sin and its consequences? 


• What can we learn about God's justice and righteousness from 
this passage?


Session 2 — The Call to Repentance


• Read Micah chapter 6.


• In verses 1-5, how does God remind Israel of His faithfulness 
and goodness? Why is it important to remember God's past 
acts in our lives? 


• Give practical examples of how we can live justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God in our communities. 


• Why is repentance an essential aspect of our relationship with 
God? How can we cultivate a heart of repentance in our lives?


Session 3 — Consequences of Unfaithfulness


• Read Micah chapter 3.


• In verses 1-4, what are the charges against Israel's leaders? How 
can this passage be applied to those in positions of authority 
today? 


• How can we, as individuals and as a church, guard against 
falling into unfaithfulness and injustice? What steps can we take 
to pursue restoration in our lives and communities?


Session 4 — Hope and Redemption


• Read Micah chapters 5 and 7.


• How does the prophecy in 5:2 point to the hope of redemption 
in Christ? 


• What characteristics of the Messiah are described in Micah 5:4? 
How does Jesus fulfill these attributes? 


• How does the message of hope and redemption in Micah 
impact our understanding of God's plan for humanity? 


• How can we share this hope with others?


