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Summer 2023 — Week 2

Overview 
The Book of Joel is believed to have been written by the prophet 
Joel, although not much is known about his personal background 
or the exact time in which he lived. The book is composed of 
three chapters and addresses the theme of judgment and 
restoration. 

The book begins with a call to attention, urging the people of 
Judah to listen and take heed to a devastating locust plague that 
has ravaged the land. However, Joel quickly transitions from the 
physical locust invasion to a symbolic representation of a future 
day of the Lord—a time of divine judgment and punishment. This 
theme of judgment is a central focus throughout the book. 

Joel describes the consequences of this impending judgment, 
which include the destruction of the land, the devastation of 
crops, and the disruption of daily life. He implores the people to 
repent, to turn back to God with fasting, weeping, and mourning, 
and to rend their hearts in genuine repentance. Joel emphasizes 
the need for sincere repentance and warns of the severity of 
God's judgment if they fail to turn from their wicked ways. 

The prophet then offers hope in the midst of this judgment. He 
speaks of God's mercy, His willingness to forgive, and His desire 
to restore His people. Joel prophesies a future outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon all flesh, a time of renewal and restoration. He 
paints a picture of a bountiful harvest, abundant blessings, and 
God's presence dwelling among His people once again. 

The book of Joel concludes with a description of the ultimate 
judgment upon the nations and the restoration of Judah. The 
Lord will gather all the nations in the Valley of Jehoshaphat to judge them for their treatment of His 
people. At the same time, God promises to bless and restore Judah, removing all harm from their midst 
and bringing about a time of lasting peace and prosperity. 

The message of the book of Joel is relevant not only to the people of his time but also to future 
generations. It serves as a reminder of the consequences of disobedience and the importance of genuine 
repentance. The book also points to the hope of restoration and the faithfulness of God to His covenant 
promises. Overall, the Book of Joel is a prophetic work that addresses themes of judgment, repentance, 
and restoration. It serves as a call to the people to turn back to God, to seek His forgiveness, and to trust in 
His faithfulness even in the midst of challenging circumstances.

Reading Plan 
Day 1: Joel 1 — Pay attention to the 
p r o p h e t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f a 
devastating locust plague and its 
impact on the land and people. 

Day 2: Joel 2 — Reflect on the call 
to repentance and the prophet's 
exhortation for the people to turn 
back to God with fasting, weeping, 
and mourning. 

Day 3: Joel 3 — Focus on God's 
r e s p o n s e t o t h e p e o p l e ' s 
repentance and His promise of 
restoration and blessings. Pay 
attention to the prophetic imagery 
a n d t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f 
judgment on nations that have 
mistreated Israel. 

Day 4:  Joel 3:17-21 — Reflect on 
the ultimate victory of the Lord and 
the future hope for His people. 



Key Themes 
The Day of the Lord 
This concept refers to a future event 
when God's judgment will be 
poured out on the nations. Joel 
describes this day as a time of 
darkness, destruction, and divine 
intervention, also emphasizing that it 
is a day of salvation for those who 
turn to God.   

Repentance and Return to God 
In response to the calamity, Joel calls 
the people of Judah to repentance 
and a return to God. He emphasizes 
the need for genuine repentance, 
assuring them that if they turn to 
God with sincerity, God will show 
mercy, forgive their sins, and restore 
their fortunes. 

The Outpouring of the Spirit 
Amid the call for repentance, Joel 
foretells a time when God will pour 
out His Spirit on both men and 
women, young and old, leading to 
dreams, visions, and prophecy. This 
prophecy is fulfilled in the New 
Testament on the day of Pentecost in 
Acts 2. 

Restoration and Blessing 
Joel looks beyond the impending 
judgment and speaks o f the 
restoration and blessing that God 
wi l l br ing to the people. He 
describes a time of abundance, 
where the land will yield its produce, 
and God's people will enjoy God’s 
presence and favor. The restoration 
is not only physical but also spiritual, 
as God promises to dwell among His 
people.

Bible Study 
Joel is a short but powerful book in the Old Testament that conveys 
a message of judgment, repentance, and restoration. Although the 
book is concise, it offers profound insights into God's character, His 
desire for repentance, and His promise to restore those who turn to 
Him. 

Session 1 — The Urgency of Repentance — Read Joel 1 
• How does the devastation caused by the locust invasion in 

Chapter 1 mirror the spiritual condition of God's people? 

• In what ways can we relate to the people of Judah in terms of 
facing crises and experiencing the consequences of sin? 

• How does the call to repentance in Chapter 1 relate to our lives 
today? Why is repentance crucial in our walk with God? 

• Take a moment to reflect on your own life. Is there an area 
where you need to repent and turn back to God? How can you 
take steps toward repentance? 

Session 2 — The Promise of Restoration — Read Joel 2 

• In Joel 2, the prophet speaks of a future day known as the "day 
of the Lord." What does this phrase mean, and what 
significance does it hold for God's people? 

• How does the description of the locust invasion in Chapter 
2:1-11 compare with the future judgment described in verses 
30-32? What similarities or differences do you notice? 

• In what ways can we experience the outpouring of God's Spirit 
in our lives today? How can we position ourselves to receive His 
blessings? 

• Take a moment to reflect on your own life. Are there areas 
where you are longing for God's restoration? How can you 
cultivate an attitude of repentance and prepare yourself to 
receive God’s blessings? 

Session 3 — The Restoration of All Things — Read Joel 3 

• In Joel 3:1-3, what does God promise to do for His people? 
How does this contrast with the judgment He promises to bring 
upon the nations in verses 9-17? 

• What insights do we gain about God's character from His desire 
to restore His people and bring justice to the nations? 

• According to Joel 3:14-16, what is the ultimate outcome of the 
day of the Lord? How does this passage give hope to God's 
people in the midst of suffering and oppression? 

• Take a moment to reflect on your own life. How does the hope 
of God's ultimate restoration impact your perspective and 
actions in the present? 


