
HOSEA
Summer 2023 — Week 1

Reading Plan

Day 1: Hosea 1-2:1


Day 2: Hosea 2:2-23


Day 3: Hosea 3-4


Day 4: Hosea 5


Day 5: Hosea 6-7


Day 6: Hosea 8


Day 7: Hosea 9-10


Day 8: Hosea 9:10-10:15


Day 9: Hosea 11-12


Day 10: Hosea 13-14


This reading plan covers the entire 
book of Hosea in ten days. It is 
designed to provide you with a 
structured approach to reading and 
studying the book, allowing you to 
dive into the message and themes 
found in Hosea. Take your time to 
reflect on the text, and feel free to 
journal or make notes as you go 
along. Remember to pray for 
understanding and guidance as you 
engage with God's Word.

Overview

The book of Hosea is one of the twelve minor prophets in the 
Old Testament. It is named after the prophet Hosea who lived 
in the 8th century BC during the reign of King Jeroboam II of 
Israel. Hosea’s prophecy was primarily directed towards the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, warning them of God's judgment 
for their disobedience and idolatry.


The book begins with God commanding Hosea to marry a 
prostitute named Gomer as a symbol of God’s relationship 
with the unfaithful Israelites. Hosea’s marriage to Gomer was a 
reflection of God's love for Israel despite their unfaithfulness. 
The book of Hosea speaks of God's mercy, forgiveness, and 
the promise of restoration to those who repent and turn back 
to Him.


One of the key themes of the book of Hosea is the 
unfaithfulness of Israel and their idolatry. Hosea speaks of 
Israel's sin as a violation of their covenant with God, and he 
warns of the consequences of their actions. Hosea also 
emphasizes the importance of repentance and turning back to 
God.


Another important theme in the book of Hosea is God's love 
for His people. Despite their unfaithfulness, God continues to 
love and pursue Israel. Hosea portrays God as a loving and 
compassionate Father who longs to forgive His people and 
restore them to a right relationship with Him.


One key verse is Hosea 6:6, which emphasizes the importance 
of mercy and compassion over religious rituals: "For I desire 
steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather 
than burnt offerings."


In conclusion, the book of Hosea is a powerful reminder of 
God's love for His people, even in the midst of their 
unfaithfulness. It speaks of the importance of repentance and 
turning back to God, and emphasizes the importance of 
mercy and compassion over religious rituals.



Key Themes

Spiritual Adultery

Hosea uses the metaphor of a 
husband and wife to describe the 
relationship between God and Israel. 
Israel is portrayed as an unfaithful 
wife who commits spiritual adultery 
by worshipping false gods and idols.


God's Judgment and Mercy

Hosea emphasizes the judgment of 
God upon Israel for their sins, but 
also portrays God as a merciful and 
loving God who desires to restore 
His people.


Repentance and Restoration

Hosea calls upon Israel to repent of 
their sins and return to God, 
promising them forgiveness and 
restoration if they do so.


Covenant Relationship

Hosea emphasizes the importance of 
the covenant relationship between 
God and Israel, and the very real 
consequences of breaking it.

Bible Study

The book of Hosea is a powerful reminder of God’s love and His 
desire to redeem His people, despite their unfaithfulness. Through 
the metaphor of Hosea’s relationship with his unfaithful wife, we see 
the depth of God’s love and His willingness to forgive and restore 
His people. As we study this book, let us examine our own lives and 
our relationship with God, and strive to remain faithful in all things.


Read Hosea 1-3

• How does Hosea’s relationship with his wife serve as a 

metaphor for God’s relationship with His unfaithful people? 


• What is the significance of the names given to Hosea’s children, 
and how do they illustrate God’s relationship with His people?


Read Hosea 4-7 


• What are some of the specific sins that Israel committed? 


• What were the consequences of those sins? 


Read Hosea 8-11


• In Hosea 11, we see a beautiful picture of God’s love and His 
desire to redeem His people. 


• How does this chapter illustrate God’s love and willingness to 
forgive God’s people, despite their unfaithfulness? 


Read Hosea 12-14 


• These chapters contain a series of exhortations and promises to 
the people of Israel. 


• What are some of the promises that God makes to His people, 
and how do they relate to the overall message of the book?

Reflection Questions

Who was Hosea and what was his message to the people of Israel?


How does the book of Hosea challenge us to examine our own lives and our relationship with God?  


What are some practical steps we can take to remain faithful to God and avoid the consequences of sin and 
disobedience?


How does the book of Hosea challenge us to examine our own lives and our relationship with God?



